
'HE
rHow thc Glilof Fashion Wffl Into the

Few Weeks Between Now. and Lent.
~." Xaep your lorgnctte at your eyes. Tou

«rin rwxd lt,
" INot one. not two, nor Uiree new gowns
w*H the girl of fashion wear the next
4_irce wooks, but dozens nnd dozens, all
^Iffering ns tlie East does from the West.
Only five weeks remain between now nnd

8_Mil and ln lhat brief interval sho must
«own bcrsclf ancw e%cry evening and
Xrcsh every morning.
Tha very Ticight ot cxlravagance in fe-

7 jninlue wenrlng natparel has been reached.
*Whcn a slmple filany yard of goods. thin
«s a *p!der wcb. white as driven >=now.
-with violtts scattcned over it in silk lhrcad
cost forty dollars. and it takes twaatfy-
trce yards to mafco a gown, then you can

xruess what chnnce there is for thc sur-

¦vival -of the pursc of mankind Such was

'omo of tlv? gowns worn at Mrs. Anson
Phelps Stokes" farry dress balls tho other
evening. Tbe subject of the custom was

"The Vlolet in the Snow." The wcaxcr.

« pale blondc dressed herpelf in white
«.nd vlolet. the white ns soft or a snow

flake, and tl«e sltlrts of lv?r gown heaped
one ever the other. ln the fashion we

<aJl tunic. until they resembled snow

«lrifts. Herjewcls w«re pearls.
"But fortunately there are less cxpenslv*

.R-ays to gown yourf-clf.
A black tulle is idsal for effoctlvcness.

Alrs. Beach. the bride. who was formerly
Mrs. aiavemeycr, wore an cxquislto black.
tulle the olbnr evening. It was long all
t*t»» wav around. but specially sWucpin-
in the back. Tlie foot of tbe skirt wn.s

Jcttcd. "Cnderncalh tbetullc was another
ffldrtef tulle; and underneath'wns n black
«atin sTcrrt without gloss. Thc dull black-
»ess was immcnsely smnrt, relieved as

ls was by the wink of tbe .iets. Jets aro

.aucy things; they "wink" nt you so un-

expectodly. They aro a cheerful trlmming,
ftoo, iperhaps Just because of this tr-ndency
'to winlc. _

¦TJiE-lTTATED IN FARIS.
Aa if lb refute tbe whisprrs that she has

had difficulty with the Dukn and that
trwinir to a foimlly cuarrel. ho is going to

the Transvaai to b« kllleti by thc Boers.
¦Consuelo. Diiehess of Marlborough, ai>

twarcd the otlw-r evening o.t a small re¬

ception given by one of tbe Malu- cf

IHonor of Queen Viotoria** emirt in a

Kown that was f-peedily cabled to Paris;

.Ind there it was Immvfllalcly imitated.
Its foundaticn. to begin at thc bottom.

was blue satin. plain and straight. like

« <lp Over tlils was worn a blacK tulle

Flci'rt embroidered with tho most brilhant
r*d fpoinsettas. those ragged winter flow-

trs that blosHOm so luxuriantly in tbe

florist's window nnd ar; fo much a part
ot church decoration Thc grcnt straggly
leaves were ns red as blood and the crn-

tfu-s -rcr- black nnl rrd nnd yellow. Over

1t «11 wa« worn .--T'-er skirt of tulle.
wbl'h wr-s loeped l.l:-h over thc under-

«V.»-t enfl fastenod v.-lth a turauolse «r-

na.ment just: nbove eucli bunch of poin-
pottas. II It the fashion now to go *n

half mourolng because of the many Iosces
which the British aristocracy has mistain-
ed". but our little Duchess blossomed forth'
like an exctlc.
A photograi>h of Miss Cornwallis West,

who 5h engaged to the new and young
X>uke of Westm'nster, who wlll, from now
on. be the rlchest duke ln the world, was

srnt in .11 private letter to a friend in
iN'ow York. Miss West, who is a very
pretty girl. rescmbllng her sister. the
Princess of Pk«s. was shown in a bodice
that seemed mfrely a cloud. so little did
it liide the figure. The waist was sleeve-
lc-ss and one shoulder was draped with
tulie of chiffon. while the other was.not.
Around her lliroat she had a dos collar

I of pearls, and below it there was a draped
r.ecklace of valuable plerced gems..
The only iplcrcc diamond necklace ln

the wcrld helongs to Lady Curzon who
threw away tliree-quarters of the value
of her <iiamonds when she ordered them
strung teogther; but thrc are several
women in this country and England. who
own necklaccs of brilliants and seml-
precious gems, very valuable but not quite
as rare as dlamonds. Madame" Navarro
cwns a.'necklace of Brazilian dlamonds
very yellow, pleored with tlny golden rods.
and strung around her neck by these
slender fastenlngs. from a distance look¬
ing as though the diamends were not
secured.

NEW SKIRTS.
The skirt of Ihe new evining" dresses

are as varied a.s ihos-i of strret gowns.
The habit skirt which was not so very

pretty. but which was litht- and com-
fc.rtahle Is not seen in tho ball-ronrm. But
the box-plalted skirt j.; much in evidence.
They Jire made box-plaitod skirt ot white
taffeta plaitc-d all the way around an.l
C'mbroldcre'3 up the plaits with flowers.
As-k your miidlste to fashion nuch a.

skirt for you. Choose the satin faced
taCcta. in Ihe new yeilow or gold white.
let the. jilnjts be laid entirely around
the figure if you are slendor: an'd, instead
of hand embroidery, use applique of bril¬
iiant red roses, put on in such a. fashion
ihal the vine tnipers toward the waist
er.ding with a. fev.~ tf-n.lrils. Over the
i'Ofcs you can appllrpie the finest web ot

unrigurr-d lace, through which the ropes

shins. ln the cc-nter of each rose work
the Unl'est heart of rhinestone beads.
Around the foot of the skirt, between the

plalts. s'-t a deep rufilo of lace, Point
<le Paris. or any otlu-r lace you may
solecl, but see that it i.- net too soft a la<-<\
This will give a pretty llarc around tne

foot.
3f you f.inhfully follow tliese direc.tlons

vou wlll li.ive just PV.eh a skirt as was

worn by the bt-lle -of New York-s famous
Assembly Ball.
They make another evening sk\rt. lt

is box plaited in ttw b&ck but shug up¬
on the hlps and in the front. The back
has just one big box plalt. which is nar¬

row at the belt. but gradually broadens.
3* suggems the Watteau plalt. particular-

ly. when it ls made of a different material
from the rest of. Ihe-skirt.:
At a New Year reception, given the first

of the year by Mrs. Gearge Gould, one of
the tgwsts wore a skirt of blue taffeta
with ar tSsanish, lace overdress. <Juite
cuaint it looked. as thoUgh she were the
fchepherdess of. the picture books. The
skirt was plain. gradually widening to-
ward the foot, until it set-out well. The
Snaiiish lace overdress came- from the
belt and fell straight to tlie hem, being
caught up three times with bunches of
Silk vlolets. But the most sinsuiar part
of this skirt was the back. This consisted
of a very larga box plait of blue satin. Tha
plait at the be'.t line was not over four
inehes wide but it gradually widened until
it was a yard v.ide at the train. The
skirt trair.ed fully a yard ond this great
Watteau plait of blue satin formed the
tra'JL
Mcntion has been made of the sWrts

that are long all the way around. It is
a fact that walking skirts, particularly
for the house or for dancing, are six Ineh¬
es lor.ger than the person. This is even

the case with the dancing dress,- which is
so long that lt must be lifted in front.
The back is sweeping and. bodes ill for
ihe fair dancer who starts off upon the
:iim of her partnt-r in a crowded room.

EVENING BOD1CES.
A new and popuiar comedy ridlcules thc

lor.g dancing dress. In one scene, as the
iair lady starts out to waltz, a maid
nppears and Ji'ts her -irain. All around
the room, as the liiislress waltzes, the
maid goes pirouetting and Imltating the
hidy. ps well as she can, and holding
tlie train aloft all tbe time. I

Bodiccs for evening are shown thc

straight line down tbe front. These must
be an absolu'.eiy straight line from the
bust to thc abdomen. This is done at the
expenst- of the size of tbe waist. but it
is pretiv. If a full vested waist is worn

tbe vest is brought straight down to the
al d';nv.-n and pinned with a fancy nin.
]f a tigbt-titting bodice is worn-the front
is iilted with a straight bone which flat-
tens tbe ligure in front- No matter how

fv.ll the bust is. the line between bust and

abdomen must be perfcctly straight.
The new chiffons, for chiffon is the

name. applfcs to all evening fabrlcs, are ,

"lr-^ier and thinner. They are transpar-
Ait'and Rlisten like the sun. They are in

all colors. no longer soft but wiry and
efi.ective. ... ..<,.,

They are making tho most beautiful
little crowns of brllliants. A string of

1-urquoisc, two strings of pearls. and

thrc-e of rhinc-slone. all secuned at the

j-i-ont with a long pearl ornament, through
which thc strings of jewels run and by
which they are fasieMil together. make

up the iev.e'.ed crown. This is worn over

the tiny coiffure with which the woman

of fashion now toi>s her head.
Thee Is a mervelous revlval of the flow¬

er in trlmming. Every known flower ls.
c-mbroidertd, outlined. appliqued or at-

. T
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In the business world can^only be secured by trained men and women.

The Massey BusinessCollege, Mayo Buiiding, Richmond, VaM
preparesboth seses for practical work and always secures situations for ^aduates of- the complete courses. Session*

Day and Ni-ht. Telephone (New 1733), write or call. Corner Main and Seventh Streets.

tached to the new gowns; and there are

as many-different ways of doing it as

there are ficwers. For the panne velvet
matei-ials thero Is the pressed flower which
is quite new. A taffeta rose is appliqued'
to the velvet, after wliich it is pressed
Into the "velvet with a hot iron until tha
flower- seemed printed in the materiai.
Care must be taken to use only the tip
of the iron as a touch upon the velvet
around the. flower will ruin .the whola
Another style is the.stuffed rose, which
is much worn by matrons. A great arti-

ficial flower is padded and appliqued
around its.edgl, and in Its center to the

VClVet* BBATRIC12.

A Bird Supper.
FARMVILLE. VA.. Jan. 20..Speeial..

The first entertaalnment given at ihe

Randolph Hotel since it has been under
the management of Mr. Shelburne was

an elegant bird supper,- given 'lues«ay

evening to the Flournoy Whist CIuo. Iirs.

John Hamlet and .7. R. Si-encer were tne

hosts; Miss Virginia Armistead the

hostess. and they presided with graceiui
and cordial courtesy.
Almost every member of the Club was

present and a few other pe-jpie were in¬

vited. The old parlors, so well unown

to Farmville merry-makers, were ongnt
with sweet faces and pretty gowns. and

until a late hour. the house echoea to

»the strains of gultar and mandoliti, as

well as to the animated chatier of gay
voices. The supper was delicious and

well-serve'd. the birds being the troph.es
of Dr. Hamlefs recent hunt. Tnougn all

tlie meetings of the Club have been pleas¬
ant, the members unite in declaring lli.s

the most enjoyable of all. Those present
wero Mrs. J. W. Traver. Mrs. Mornss.

Mrs. Shelburne. Misses Venable. Armi¬

stead. Harvle, Etta Watkins, McKinney,
Stone, Berkeley, Carr.,11. Carrie Morton

Virgie Morton, Bettie Morton, Drs John

Hamlet. Spencer. Roberi Hamlet and "\\ .

y. Anderson, Messrs. Bugg. A*f*«w'
Cralle, OUey, Traver, Watkins, Faltie,
Worsham, Judd and Wiltse.

1 ilv."See Mrs. Bree/.y sliding down
the 'tohoggan with jack Hugger-and
her husband only dead six months!"
Itupert."Yes; that's what you might

call" 'sliding for second" with "one man

out.' ".Judge.

TO AMEND LAND
GRABBERS'ACT

Bill Reported by Committee and on

Senate Calendar.

MANY CHANGES ARE MADE.

More Protcction is Given tho Property
Owner.Penalties are Gradecl and

Applicants Mnst Make a

Deposit of Money.

There has been some critlcism of the
General Assembly for .having failed. up
to this time to pass any legislatlon amend-
ing or repealing the so called "Land-
Grabbers' " act.

iBut the Legislature has not been idle
in this matter. Many bills bearing on

this subject were offered and they were

ail referred to the linance committee of
the Senate, or the House. These bodies
appointed sub-committees, who draTted
a bill and the joint committee approved
of their wgrk. The act is now on the
calendar of the Senate and will be con¬
sidered this week.
The bill is a great improvement on the

act of th-s kist Legislature, which has
teen generally condemmed, aud the com¬

mittee bilieves that it will givo satis-
factiou. The act passed by tbe last Legis¬
lature brought into the State treasury
many thousands of dollars. therefore the
Finance Committee does not feel justltied
in reporting an absolute repeal.
The bill'follows. the amendments being

indicaled by pr.ronth.eses:
1. Be it cnacted by the General Assem¬

bly of Virginia, That section six hundred

and sfxty-slx of the Code of Virginia, in
relatton to when and how -Jlands pur-
chased ln the name of the Audltor and
unredeemed to be sold. as amended and
re-enacted by act approved March 3.5th.
1SS4, as further amended and re-enacted
by an act approved January 29, 1S36,
aiid as further amended and re-enacted
bj| an act approved February H. 1S3S, be
amended and re-enacted so as to read a»

follows:" .'
HOW FTTRCHASEIX

Section 666. When and how lands pur-.
chased in the name of the Audltor and
unredeemed to be sold..When real estate
so purchased in the name of the Audl¬
tor is not redeemed by the previous own¬

er, hts hctrs or asstgns, or some person
having the right to charge the same with
a debt, within two years from the date of
such purchase, any person desiring to

purchase it shall file an application with
the clerk of the county or corporation
court wherein such real estate ls situated,
for the purchase of such real estate for
the amount for which the sales to the
Commoriwealth was made. together with
such additional sums as would have ac¬

crued from taxes. levies and Interest ir
such real estate had not been so pur¬
chased by the Commonwealth. with inter¬
est on the amount for which said sale
was made. at the rate of six per centun.
per annum. from the day of sale, and on

the additional sums from the 15th day of
December, in the year In which the sama

would have accrued. in which applica¬
tion shall be set out the name of the
person ln whose name the real estate
stood at the date of the sale thereof to
the Commonwealth and the person in
whose name such real estate stands at
the date of such application on the com-

missioner's books of such county or cor¬

poration, In the event that it has been
transferred contrarjr to the provislons of
section four hundred and sixty-nine of
the Code, (as well as the owner or owners

of such real estate as shown by the re¬

cords of the clerk's office ot the court of
the county or corporation in which it is
situated), or If any of the said' persons
be dead. then the name ot* his personal
representatives and the name of thi.

trustees, mortgagees and beneficiaries, as

shown by the records in any deed of trust
or mortgage on safd real estate. or their
personal representative: provided, that
the names of any persons may be omlttcit
which do not appear ot record in the
clerk's office of the county or corpT??ation
in which the land' is situated. and if it
be situated in the city of Richmond.
which do not anrear of record in the
clerk's oflice in the chancery court <>f
the said city: and provided further. that
the name of any trustee, mortgagees or

bHiieticiary |n any deed of trust or mort¬

gage which has been recorded more than
i.-n years prior to the date of the appli¬
cation may be llkewise omitted. (At the
time of tiling said' application he shall
pay to Uie clerk at least ten per centum

of the amount of the purchase price of
the said land). And the clerk shall make
uu't as many copies ot" said application
as there are names of persons therein,
with one additional copy, or more if ne¬

cessary. and shall (at once) deliver them
t-j the sheriff or sergeant of the county
or corporation In which the land is sit¬
uated, and the same shall be served on

the parties named therein in-the same

manner that process to commence a suit
is served, and similar return shall be
made thereon by the officer serving the
same. (If any of the persons named in
the said application do not reside in the
county .'or corporation In'which the land
ls situated, but are known to reside in
some other county or corporation in the
State of Virginia. the clerk shall send

copies of said application to the proper
ottlcer of the county or corporation where¬
in they reside, to be execnted upon such
person). Said return shall be made widi-
in sixty days after the Issuing of the copy
of publication as aforsaid, (appear within
copies, or of the completion of the order
of the apllcation. If the same be return¬
ed not executed on any party therein
named, other copies may be made out

and served a3 hereinbefore provided. On
affidavlt that one or more of the parties
are non-resldents of the State. or that

diligence has been used by or on behalf
of the applicant to ascertain in what
county or corporation such persons are

without effect, or that a copy of the ap¬

plication has been twice delivered to the
proper officer of the' county or corpora¬
tion in which he resides without being
executed, an order of publication. may be
entered bv'the clerk against such parties.

HOW NOTICB IS given:
The order of publication shall contain a

copy of the application and require tho
parties therein named to appear within
four months after due publication thereof
and do what is necessary to protect their
interests. (It shall be published once a

week for, four successlv© weeks in a news¬

paper published in 3uch city or county, if
there be one, to be designated by the
clerk, and if there be none, in such
newspaper as the clerk imay direct), and
shall be posted by the clerk at the front
door of the court-house of the county or

corporation wherein the court is held
on the first day of the next county or

corporation court after it is entered. If
no person who has a right to redeem the
same at the time of the service of the
four months after such ooples have
been so served or published, as the case

may be), and redeem said real estate by
paying to tbe clerk of-the county or cor-

poration court-all of tho taxes, (interest),
penalties and-"costs therewith connected,
"(as well as all fees and costs attendlng
the proceedings tulder "this section, Includ¬
ing a penalty equal to ten' per centum of
the amount for which said real estate 13

proposed to be purchased, provfded such
penalty <be not less than two dollars nor

more than ten dollars, which Shall bo
paid to the applicant. together with such
an amount as he had previously paid to
the clerk atthettaieof making such ap¬
plication), then the: person who made the
application shall have the right to pur¬
chase the real estate wihln five days
from the expiratlon of the four months
as aforesaid"*bv paying -to;the clerk all
remainlng taxes, (Interest). penalUes,
fees, and costs; (and lf the applicant
does not within said five days exercise
such right, then alT-amounts deposited by
him- as provided in this act shall be for-
feited to the commonwealth, and the
rights of such applicant to such Iandl
shall cease. and the right to -redeem tha
same. 3hall Immediately; ^ccruer: to all
parties entitled to ;xedeem. the same).
And the purchaser ishall then. in order:
to complete bls.pUTChasev* at his expense>\
have a report made to the county otiicor¬
poration"courtotiXaeicouhtyl orvcorpora-
tlori ln whlcb ithe'saldireal estatelasJrar
ated, by;the^surveybroflsuch county.ortheengfteer>fvimcbf&ty£*or, wbjjre/vthenr**;;
no;: auobT^su^eybr^bri^lclty-. englneer»:;>l>yj
someioon^ten^su«
by\ suc^cpuxt^{tae-'^o'7imeleW1»^^^'^^%'i^^s^i'.t.^^^'est'ateiftbftSwni^^.¦^lhh^irs^.c^Ai^1»na:^T^9^^m.tarthw^^V^^^^B^-^^^f^^;naWn&mlU%g^
-'aaatlojiaillgsn^^

the records, (which fact. and the ordef
dispensing therewlth. shall be. entered bt
such court upon its order book).' And tl>
county or corporation court. shall ordet
the same to be recorded. After such re

port shall have been recorded, (or dis-
pensed with, 33 hereinbefore provided>
the purchaser shall obtain from the clerl
of the county or corporation court of th<
countv or corporaion in which the saU
real estate is situated a deed conveytn*
tho same. In which shall be set fort*
all the circumstances appearing in tht
clerk's office in-relatlon to the sale, ani
reference shall be .made in the salddeei
to sciil report. (or the order of the countj
court dlspenslng therewlth, as tho cas«

may be). Every such deed shall be witt
coyenants of speclat wurranty. In no east

shall the commonwealth be liable fo»
any costs incurred under any of th«
provisions of this act. For making off »

copy of an application under thi3 sec¬
tion the clerks shall be entitled to a fe«
of (twenty cents); for every order oi

publication and posting, one dollar; fot
every deed executed. one dollar; and fm
every copy of application served under thi.-
section by sheriff or other offieer. h«
shall receive thirty cents. All the fore-
going fees may be reuuircd by the cleri
or other offieer to be. paid in advance. ex¬

cept the fee fcr the deed. which may N
paid upon the delivery of the deed. But
no fee exceeding. two dollars and' tlft?
cents shall be taxed against. the part*
redeeming the land for printlng the or¬
der of publication). If tha clerk refus*
to execute such deed the court (of tin
county or corporation wherein such rca»
estate is situated) may compel him to do
bo upon the petltion of the purchaser. II
no such deed be.inade under this sectlo'i
within one year after the date of th#
application for the purehase ot the said
real estate to the party entitled to th«
deed, the person of persoiw entitled t<
redeem the same, as hereinbefore men¬
tioned. his or their helrs or assigns. may,
after such year and before such deed! U
made. redeem the said real estate b>
paying th purchaser the amount paid
therefore by him, Including the cost?,
(but not the penalty hereinbefore pro¬
vided). -with such taxes and levies a?
he may have paid thereon since such
purehase, with Interest at six per centum
per annum upon such payments from th«
date they were respectively made.

AS TO NON-RESIDENTS.
The .provision of section six hundred

and sixty-cne of the Coda of Virginia shai;
apply to deeds made under authority of
this section. and the provisions of section
six hundred nnd tifty-two shall apply to
real .estate ?old under authority of thb>
s'H-tion. (Nothing hercln contained shall
be construed as affecting the duties of the
commissioner of revenue as prescrlbed
by section four hundred and sixty-nlne).
No application shall be ciaae under this
section to purehase any real estate If at
the time of such application suit ls jiend-
ing In the courts of the county or cor¬

poration wherein such real estate Is situ¬
ated for the sale of the same, either to
ratisfy debts due creditors or for par-
tition among the parties interested, until
after the land has been sold tn said suit
and thc court has failed to cause tho.
taxes to be paid'out ot the purehase racn-

ey. If one application has been filed for
the purehase of real estate, and copiea
thereof issued, no second application shall
be considered for the same piece of land
until the rights of the first applicant shall
have explred. (Every applicant for th»

purehase of land under this section. who
does not reside ln the county or corpora¬
tion wherein said land ls situated shall.
In writing. deslgnate some resident ot
said county or corporation as lils agent
or attorney. upon whom ail process
against or notice to such applicant shall
be served,,and .'service of any such notice
or process upon such agent or attorney
shall have the same force and'effect as

if served upon the" applicant ln person.
Such writing shall be signed and acknow-
ledged by the applicant and delivered to
the clerk of the court ln whose office any
application under "this section shall be
filed. and shall be by him recorded ln
a deed book of said office.
Any person having the right to redeem
said land as hereinbefore onenrioned.

and who desires to contest the right of tha
npplicant to purehase such real estate.
shall give notice ln writing to the appli¬
cant of his purpose to make such con¬

test. The notice shall name the term of
the court, and the day of the term on

which he will make the motion to dis-
mi=s or auash tho application or otlwrr-
.w-lse resist said application. The notice
shall be executed npon the applicant, If
a resident of tho county or corporation
vheneln such real estate is situated, or

upon his agent or attorney.herelntefor»
provided for. at least ten days before tha
return day thereof. The county court

of the county or the corporation court: of
the corporation wherein said real estate
Is situated shall hear and determine all

cu<°st*ons that may arise on subm*3Slon ot
said motion and adjudlcate the same ac¬

cording to law, and an appeal shall 1I«
from the county or corporation court ta.
the circuit court and to the court of ap-

peals In the same manner as Is now pro¬
vided for appeals In civil cases).
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